
1010Principles

1. Planning and design for sustainable transportation must address energy use and climate 
change objectives.  Some improvement in system performance may be achieved through 
technology – more effi  cient vehicles, alternative fuels, etc.  However, long term sustainability 
requires reducing the overall rate of traffi  c growth relative to population, which in turn requires 
addressing the location effi  ciency of land development patterns.

2. Functional transportation systems balance the requirements of three mobility elements: 
• access (local movement – achieving the destination); 
• circulation (movement between nearby neighborhoods and commercial areas); and, 
• travel (regional and interstate movement). 

Most transportation planning and investment today is too focused on serving travel at the 
expense of good access and circulation.  This is one of the primary engines of sprawl. 

3. A well-connected network of narrow streets provides better mobility and is safer and 
more effi  cient than a poorly-connected network of wide streets.  Arterial street widening 
projects generally represent default outcomes resulting from a failure to address the 
transportation system as an integrated multimodal network of facilities. 

4. Design and cross section of streets should refl ect the scale and character of abutting land 
uses and neighborhoods. It is rarely justifi able to build a street that detracts from the value of, 
or forces undesirable changes in, abutting land uses.  Well-planned, well-designed, context-
sensitive streets refl ect neighborhood character and add value to property. 

5. Traffi  c forecasting is of limited value in planning.  Virtually all of the details of street network 
and facility design should be based on planned community form and character of abutting 
land uses. Basing street design on traffi  c demand forecasts – “project and provide” planning – is 
self-fulfi lling and self-defeating. 

6. Public transit systems improve personal travel choices and economic vitality.  Flexible 
mobility is a realistic transit objective; reduced traffi  c congestion is not. Good transit service 
supports improved personal mobility; it generally does not reduce traffi  c volumes.

7. High quality walking and bicycling environments enable active living, which improves 
community and individual health and well being. This represents the largest category of unmet 
mobility need in most North American communities. 

8. Streets provide the principal infrastructure network for all modes of travel. Sustainable 
transportation systems require signifi cant investments in complete streets.

9. Good transportation planning requires the direct, committed and continuing involvement 
of a broad cross section of empowered community members and stakeholders. This is 
expensive, time-consuming and diffi  cult.  It is also essential. 

10.  Community support for progressive transportation requires routine monitoring and 
reporting of system performance based on community objectives.  This should be done 
with unambiguous accuracy that reveals the condition of the transportation system and the 
eff ectiveness of state and local transportation programs.
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